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INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE FROM INDIA. 
COMMUNICATED BY THE REY. pR. ROGERS TO THE EDITOR. 


Philadelphia, Nov, 13, 1808. 
Dear and Rev, Brother, Lord’s Day Evening. 


YESTERDAY I received a letter from our brother, the Rey. 
Dr. Carey, of Calcutta, dated 8th of June last; from that and 
one to Dr. Staughton I wish to make a few extracts, hoping 
they will reach you in time for your next Missionary Magazine. 

Dr. Carey writes that “ They live in undisturbed tranquillity at 
present as it respects the government, and were going on with 
their work with various success.” He adds, “ There are now 
five churches of baptized believers in Bengal, and one in the 
Burman dominions ; they are small, but the God who plants can 
protect and make them grow.” “ Last Lord’s day six persons 
were received into communion with us, one of them an Arme- 
nian. There are two of that nation now who have joined the 
chureh of Christ in this place, and I believe they both possess 
gifts for the ministry of the word. Itis the intention of the 
church to call them to that work, and as they speak the current 
languages of this and some of the neighbouring countries, I 
trust they will be made highly useful.” “ Our increase has 
lately been encouraging, particularly among young persons of 
the Portuguese nation. God has, beyond all controversy, done 
great things for Calcutta and its environs, and is still carrying 
on his work. ‘Translations of the word of God are going forward 
as fastas we can get them ready. I am now translating the book 
of Revelation into Sangskrit.”. Dr. Carey then enumerates 
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eleven languages; how far translated, and how far printed, aid 
says, “ Thus you see the Lord is causing the leaven hidden in 
the meal to ferment, and I trust the whole will soon be leavened.”” 
“* My son Felix and brother Chater met with as encouraging 
a reception in the Burman dominions-as they could wish, and 
much more so than we expected. I hope’ therefore we may 
reckon that the gospel is carried thither, and that it will be eventu- 
ally successful; I know that we have more than ordinary reasons 
to leave this with God, and that all suceess depends wholly ow his 
blessiig. That government is most arbitrary, and human life is of 
no value in the estimation of those in power—as a proof of this, the 
viceroy of Rongoon, who was brought up atthe same breast 
with the Emperor, was ordered to Ava in chains, a few weeks 
ago, because a young elephant died, which was committed to his 
care. Crucifixion of thieves, pouring melted lead down their 
throats, and other horrible forms of execution are common ; but 
the Lord can preserve the messengers of his gospel and give 
them success. My son has introduced the vaccine inoculation 
into that country; the family of the viceroy was first inoculated.” 
“Brother Mardon is settled at Goamalutee near Malda, where 
there is a small Baptist church, and lately brother Robinsen with 
my second son went to Bonton to attempt the beginning of a 
mission in that country ; at present that must remain as it is, 
the Bootonese being now engaged in a civil war, but I trust it 
will not be long before that country is opened to the gospel.” 
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MEMOIRS OF REV. GARDNER THURSTON. 


COMMUNICATED IN A LETTER FROM REV. J. BRADLEY, TO 
THE EDITOR. 





Dear and much esteemed Friend, 

THE Rev. Gardner Thurston, pastor of the second Baptist 
church in Newport, (x. r.) was the son of Edward and Elizabeth 
Thurston, and was born in Newport, Nov. 14, 1721. When he 
was but a small lad, some of his relatives in the country obtained 
him to tarry with them fora season, where the aged and relig- 
ious were highly pleased to learn, that their little visitant had 
such a taste for devotion, that he was known to exhort his young 
associates to remember their Creator, and implore his aid when- 
ever they formed any plan for enjoyment, and wished to be suc- 
cessful. ‘Fo press his exhortation powerfully upon their hearts, 
and satisfy his own conscience, he was scen in their little circles 
praying toGod. The pious kept these things in their minds, 
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believing it highly probable that infinite wisdom had designed 
him to be an instrument of great good among mankind. 

After he returned to Newport, and had been some time under 
the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Whitman, and his colleague, Rev. 
Nicholas Eyers, he wrote them the following letter: 


“ Dearly beloved Fathers in Christ, 


“ Through the wonderful mercy of God, I am brought to see 
myself in a lost condition, and his word and my conscience tes- 
tify, that in such a state of nature, Iam a child of wrath. 

“ Sirs, I consider that the gospel requires a positive change in 
all who will be admitted into the kingdom of God ; and that this 
change is new-forming the heart, and subjecting the whole man 
to the service of Christ ; that he may be translated out of the 
kingdom of darkness, into the kingdom of God’s dear Son. 
Knowing my own weakness and inability to deliver myself, I find 
that I cannot do any thing pleasing to God of myself; I cannot 
come to that true and saving faith in Jesus Christ, with which re- 
Mission of sins is connected ; neither can I make satisfaction for 
the least of my transgressions ; therefore, O Sirs, I desire to de- 
pend wholly and alone uponthe free grace of Godin Jesus 
Christ, for wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. 
I am sensible that none but God alone.can form Christ in me the 
hope of glory. Though I have been awakened toa sense.of 
these things, yet Oh ! how have I risen up in opposition to his 
Spirit, from time to time, and gone on in a daily .course of sin 
and disobedience ! By his rich grace, he is giving me time and 
opportunity to hear calls and warnings, from one day and time te 
another. Blessed invitations of the gospel of the Son of God 
are still sounding in my ears; yet great threatenings are out 
against sinners. The wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against al] ungodliness and unrighteousness of men. 

“ The impenitent unbehever shall perish: the wicked be 
turned into hell, and all the nations who forget God. Consider- 
ing the way God hath been pleased to reveal himself to men, even 
by the messengers of Christ, who are appointed of him to in- 
struct us in his will: and knowing the certainty of death and 
judgment ; I think it my indispensable duty, dear Sirs, to come 
to you for guidance in the things of God, that I may know and 
do the will of my heavenly Father, while the blessed Jesus is 
calling, and before the season is over and the harvest ended ; 
wherefore I beg an interest in your prayers, that God would be 
pleased to deliver me from all hardness of heart, and implant in 
me a living principle of faith, that I may be brought savingly 
to know the only true God and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. 


“ Thus, Rev. Fathers, I close, 
& fC And remain your unworthy child, 
mt. GARDNER TuurRsrton.” 
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Soon after he wrote to these ministers who were over him in 
the Lord, he obtained peace in believing, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost: but did not make a public profession of his faith in God, 
till April 4th, 1741. When this day came, his mind was cover- 
ed with darkness, and filled with distressing thoughts that he had 
rested short of the Rock of ages as the foundation of his hope ; 
and that he should inevitably be an hypocrite if he joined the 
church. In this trying period of his life, he endeavoured to 
make God his refuge ; and prayed for the light of his counte- 
nance that he might be led understandingly, to know and to do 
his will. The time arrived in which he was to be examined as 
a candidate for baptism. But his fears concerning himself still 
continued, and multiplied to such an host against him, that when 
he canie to the meeting house door, he dared not entery but 
turned and walked intoa small burying ground, and sat ‘down 
upon arock. This place, by the kind hand of God upon him, 
was made like the resting place which Jacob found, as he jour- 
neyed from Beersheba to Padanaram. . About sixty years after- 
ward, walking in the same burying ground, Mr. Thursten stop- 
ped, putting his staff upon the rock, said, “ There I sat down, 
overwhelmed with distress, while the church were waiting for 
me to come in, to give them an account of the dealings of God 
with my soul. Soon after I sat down, I was enabled through 
rich grace to give up myself, and all I had, into the hands of my 
blessed Jesus, who immediately dissipated the darkness which 
covered me, removed my distress, filled me with peace and con- 
solation, and gave me strength to declare what he had done for 
my soul,” 

He was received by the church, and baptized by their pastor, 
the Rev. Nicholas Eyers, and enjoyed great peace of mind, and 
establishment in the doctrine of Christ. 

He was highly esteemed in the church as a pious and promis- 
ing youth, and took an active part in their conference meetings, 
till God was pleased to call him to declare more publicly the 
glad tidings of salvation. 

He had many solemn and deep impressions upon his mind, 
that God had called him to preach, which he could not relin- 
quish ; believing that this opinion was agreeable to the scrip- 
tures, and corresponded with the experience of all the true min- 
‘isters of Jesus. 

He frequently observed, in the time of my acquaintance with 
him, that he could not assist in the ordination of any, unless they 
had been born again, were clear in doctrine, and hada deep and 
satisfactory sense of being called of God to preach his everlast- 
ing gospel ; and that it was their indispensable duty to obey God, 
and give themselves to the work of the ministry, that their profit- 
ing might appear to all, and they be workmen needing not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. hough he did not 
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believe tnat they were called in thts age of the world by miracu- 
lousevidence as the apostles were ; yet that they were designed 
by the Almighty for the work of the mimistry, and therefore a 
foundation was laid in their temper and telents for this impor- 
tant work, which would be manifested to others when the Lord’s 
time was come to put them into his vineyard, as workers with 
and for him. 

The gifts of nature, he considered, with many who have writ- 
ten well upon the subject, to be “a sound judgment, a clear un- 
derstanding, a retentive memory, and an aptness to teach.” 
Should any enter the ministry evidently deficient in these, we 
may net expect much instruction from them, although they may 
have experienced a change ef heart, and travelled through all the 
customary courses of a classical and a liberal education. 

Alsoxpe held it as a great absurdity in any, to take encourage- 
ment from the promises made to the apostles, when they have 
no satisfactory evidence of being moved by the same Spirit, to 
preach and administer ordinances. For no man taketh this 
honour to himself, but he that is called of God. ; 

The church were well satisfied, after hearing his experience 
of the operations of the Spirit upon his mind, concerning the 
work of the ministry, and listening with pleasing attention a 
number of times to hear him declare the great truths of the 
christian system. They licensed him to preach in 1748, and 
requested him to be an assistant to their pastor; the Rey. Nich- 
olas Eyers. 

Mr. ‘Thurston had to preach generally once on Lord’s day, 
and one lecture every week. His taste for information, es- 
pecially in divinity, was considerable, and he had an opportunity 
above many to gratify this taste: for Mr. Eyers, the senior pastor, 
with whom he was so intimately connected, was a man of good 
talents and learning. ‘The church were so well satisfied with 
Mr. Thurston, that they were unwilling he should leave them ; 
and on April 29, 1759, he was ordained their pastor, to succeed 
Mr. Eyers, who departed this life on the lath Feb, 1759, sud- 
denly, having preached part of the Lord’s day before. 

As Mr. Thurston was born, educated, experienced the efficacy 
of rich grace, joined this church, was licensed by them, preach- 
ed among them, and by their united voice, ordained their pastor ; 
he was not ignorant of their expectations from him as their 
minister in Christ. He therefore determined to give himself 
wholly to the all important work of preaching the glorious gos- 
pel of Christ, and to finish his course with joy. Consequently 
he left his former business, which was lucrative, closed his ace 
counts, and entered into the vineyard ofthe Lord with all his 
heart ; pleading the sweet promise which flowed from the Sa- 
viour’s lips ; * Lo, lam with you alway, even to the end of the 
world.” 
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Mr. T. was endowed with an excellent disposition, and pos- 
sessed a good natural constitution, with a quick and brilliant im- 
agination. He was mild, religious, studious and amiable in his 
family ; lively and engaging in all the social circles of real 
friendship ; tender, melting, solemn and devotional among the 
sonsand daughters of affliction ; easy and graceful in all his 

ublic movements. His voice was strong and melodious, and 
his heart all alive in the great and arduous work of the ministry 
of reconciliation. 

He generally wrote the heads of his sermons, the quotations 


from scripture, and some of the most interesting ideas which he. 


thought necessary for the clear illustration of his subject. 
These, he commonly committed to memory, and but seldom had 
his notes before his eyes in public. 

As he firmly believed, that God must pour down his Spirit 
upon the people, or nosuccess would follow the preaching of 
his word, heearnestly implored the divine aid, and came into the 
pulpit as a live coal from the altar of his God. 

When vriting toa young minister, whom he loved in the 
Lord, he said, “1 hope this will find you in a good state of 
health, enjoying your Master’s presence. I have no doubt you 
experience more and more ofthe importance of the work you 
are engaged in, and often think of those words: Who is suffi- 

cient for these things ? Christ will support and supply his minis- 
ters. Let him, therefore, be the main subject of your sermons, 
and invite sinners to come to him for strength, and to his merits 
for acceptance. My heart rejoices to hear the success which has 
attended your ministry already : let it humble you and make you 
watchful, and while you are planting or watering, remember that 
all the increase must come from Ged. Apply yourself close to 
the study of the scriptures—the Bible is the best of books ; and 
see that you advance nothing for doctrine, but what you can bring 
with a Thus saith the Lord for its confirmation. And now I com- 
mend you unto God and the word of his grace, praying him to 
furnish you with every ministerial gift and grace, and abundantly 
own your labours.” 

Mr. Thurston’s whole soul appeared to be formed for so- 
ciety, and tobe deeply engaged in preaching, powerfully, the 
plain principles of the doctrine of Christ. Being possessed of 
pleasing pulpit talents, giving himself wholly to the work of the 
ministry, and being much engaged for the salvation of men and 
the glory of God, his hearers became so numerous that his 
meeting-house was enlarged twice, tillit was 75 by 50 feet, and 
was well filled as long as he was able to preach. He was favour- 
ed with repeated revivals of religion among his people. Though 
these revivals were small in comparison with what many expe- 
rience in the ministry in the present day, yet his success was 
not measured by the duration of his ministry ; for many who 
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professed religion about the time, and after his death, dated their 
awakenings, and some the beginning of their hope in the Sa- 
viour’s merits under his preaching. And some within a few 
months, who have joined the church, declare, that the commence- 
ment of their concern began when he was their minister. 

A number of ministers own him as an instrument in the 
Lord’s hands of their awakening, comfort and establishment in 
the faith of God’s elect.* 

Many of his excellent letters within my hands can only be 
glanced at, in such a performance as this ; and only a few sen- 
tences which he uttered concerning his happy exit, from time 
into the unspeakable enjoyment of his Lord in eternity. 

To be continued. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN HARTFORD, (CON.) 


F.xtract of a Letter from the Rev. H. Grew, to the 
Editor, dated Hartford, July 11, 1808. 
Dear Brother, 


AS you have requested some account of the Lord’s work in 
this place, it is with pleasure I comply, as I trust it will excite 
both the joy and praise of the real friends of Zion. 

About 9 years ago, God was pleased to display the riches of 
his grace in this city, and many through the influence of the Ho- 
ly Spirit were made the trophies of redeeming love. The Lord, 
according to his unchangeable promise, has been, as we trust, 
carrying on this work of grace in the hearts of his children; yet 
they have often been sensible of a lukewarm and worldly spirit, 
which has greatly obstructed their advancement in the divine life ; 
and although the form of religion has been attended to, too little 
of the power of it has been enjoyed. 

About a year ago some of the children of God felt more than 
usually concerned for the prosperity of Zion, and numbers agreed 
to assemble weekly, and unite in supplication to the God of all 
grace, for the quickening influences of the Holy Spirit for our- 
selves and fellow sinners. The Lord evidently gave a spirit of 


* The Rev. William Rogers, DD. was Mr. Thurston’s nephew. He 
graduated at Brown University, September 9th, 1769, was baptized 
September, 1770; licensed to preach August, 1771 ; removed to Phila- 
delphia in December, 1771; ordained May 31st, 1772; wasa chaplain 
in the revolutionary army under the immortal Washington, from March, 
1776, till June, 1781 ; appointed Professor of English and Oratory in the 
College and Academy of Philadelphia in March, 1789. He received a 
doctorate in July, 1790 ; was elected Professor of English and Belles- 
Letters in the University of Pennsylvania, in April, 1792, which place he 
still holds. 
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prayer, which led us to hope that it wasan intimation of further gra- 
cious manifestations. Our addresses to the throne of grace were 
continued, pleading only the merits of Jesus and the precious pro- 
mises of the Father to him. Oh! the blessed experience we have 
had of the truth of his word; J said not to the seed of Jacob, seek 
ye mein vain. Some of the dear saints received a fresh anoint- 
ing, the principle of divine life was revived, and out of the. abun- 
dance of the heart, the mouth spake the praises of Jesus. Our 
souls were refreshed with the presence of Emanuel. 

In the fall of the past year, some who attended the evening lec- 
ture were awakened to a sense of their lost condition, and in the 
months of January and February, others of the young people, 
who attended our conference and prayer meetings, gave a solemn 
attention, and appeared to be sensible of the vast importance of 
religion. In conversation with them, we rejoiced to perceive, 
that the spirit of truth had enlightened them so far, as not merely 
to confess, but to feed that they were the chief of sinners. The 
workings of a legal, unbelieving spirit, prevented the immediate 
perception and enjoyment of the abounding grace of the gospel ; 
consequently, they were much distressed with awiul apprehen- 
sions of the wrath of God. The voice of inflexible justice from 
Sinai’s fiery mount demanded satisfaction for repeated violations 
ofa law, which they now /e/¢ to be holy, just, and good, and im- 
mutable as its divine Author. Having a discovery of the spiritu- 
ality and extent of this law, they were persuaded that God would 
do them no injustice to send them to hell; and some viewed 
this as their inevitable doom. 

Although all united in condemning themselves and justifying 
Jehovah, yet we perceived considerable diversity in the degrees 
and duration of distress, previous to rejoicing in hope through 
Christ. Some were longer under the influence of a legal and 
unbelieving spirit than others; and perhaps such, whose 
animal spirits were not so much agitated, and whose grief was 
less visible, had as clear discernment of the awit! nature and ef- 
fects of sin, and as genuine contrition on account of it, as those 
whose distress was more apparent. We have remarked, when 
hearing the experience of these happy subjects of redeeming 
grace, that as soon as they were made sensible they had nothing 
to fay, they felt that Jesus had forgiven them all. When they 
were convinced of the encire insufficiency of all their own exer- 
tions, and of their absolute need of mercy to save them; when 
in this extreme case they came to Jesus, (and we never come 
aright until the soul is in such circumstances) then they had a 
blessed experience of that precious truth, * He that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out.” They looked, and were healed. 

Several Who had been much engaged in the vain pleasures of 
the world, have been brought to view the danger of such a course, 
One of them had such a sense of his iniquity in wasting his pre- 
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cious time in this pursuit, that he appeared on the borders of de- 
spair. We endeavoured to direct him to the all-sufficient Jesus ; 
and the day following, he had such a discovery of the perfection 
of God’s character, and felt such reconciliation to him, as afford- 
ed tranquillity and peace of soul. He was afterwards led more 
understandingly to view the Lord Jesus Christ, as the way of 
salvation for the chief of sinners. He rejoiced indeed with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. His heart was expanded with love 
to precious souls, and his language to his youthful companions 
was, “O come to Jesus ; surely since I have found mercy, none 
need despair.” Several, who are very young, have been the sub- 
jects of this work; but even these have felt themselves to be o/d 
sinners. When it was observed to one, “you have not lived to 
sin so long as some,’’ the reply was, “I think there cannot be a 
greater sinner than myself.” We have been indeed affected with 
the deep sense of depravity expressed by these young converts, 
as well as with their striking views of the glorious Redeemer ; 
and our gratitude has been excited to Him who out of the mouths 
of babes has perfected praise. It would exceed the limits of a 
letter particularly to mention the many instances of the marvel- 
lous grace of God; blessed be his name, we have monuments 
all around us. 

In the course of this work we have had remarkable proofs of 
the omnipotency of grace, and the determined opposition of the 
carnal mind to every display of the goodness of God. Some had 
resolved to resist every impression of a serious nature. One put 
the Bible away so as not to be seriously affected by reading it. 
But Oh! the matchless grace of Jesus, m subduing such rebels 
as we are! Sinners have been experimentally taught (what ma- 
ny through the pride of their hearts deny) that had it not been 
for the interposition of almighty grace, they never would have 
bowed to the sceptre of Jesus. Truly he makes us willing tn the 
day of his power. As one says, “ we are drawn as if we would 
not come, we come as if we were not drawn.” 

Our meetings for prayer and exhortation have been much 
crowded, and a solemn attention given to the preaching of the 
word. Nothing has transpired among us, to render our worship 
a scene of confusion, although many have been very deeply af- 
fected. We have neither seen nor encouraged those violent 
agitations and exclamations, which, although they may some- 
times accompany, are no evidences of genuine conviction. 

On the 27th of March, in obedience to our Lord’s command, 
we attended to the administration of the ordinance of baptism. 
We assembled at the river, decause there was much water there. 
Six young converts were buried with Christ in bafitism. The 
spectators were numerous and solemn. It was an interesting 
scene to the followers of the Lamb: we then knew by experi- 
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ence, that in keeping his commands there is great reward. Tv 
the course of the six following Sabbaths, 19 more were bap- 
tized. Since the commencement of the revival, I have baptized 

Sl. Two of them at Wethersfield four miles distant, and one at 
West Hartford. The latter has been many years a member of 
the Presbyterian church in that place. He appears to have been 
understandingly led to an acquaintance with the order of Christ’s 
house ; and was scripturally convinced that none but such as are 
baptized upon a profession of faith, and have a vital union to 
Christ, are proper subjects tor the gospel church. 

. The young converts appeared to be enlightened by the 
Spirit of truth, to discern with clearness the excellency of 
Christ’s-ordinances. It has been our uniform practice to direct 
them to the werd of God for a knowledge of duty. And those 
who have made a profession have been persuaded from that 
source, that it. was their duty and privilege, thus to come out 
from the world, and publicly acknowledge their attachment to Je- 
sus in an. institution which so significantly represents our dying 
to sin, and rising tu newness of life ;. as also our faith in him who 
died for us, and rose again for our justification. 

Some who were sprinkled in infancy, when asked why they 
were not satisfied with what had been done for them, assured us, 
they had searched the word of God, and could find no such pre- 
cept or practice, and they could not neglect a plain, positive com- 
mand of their dear Redeemer, because they had once been the 
subjects,of what appeared to them a human tradition. 

We have reason to believe Christ has. blessed his own: institu- 
tion ; for we have had many solemn seasons at the water. Some 
who practised differently have candidly acknowledged, that such 
were the s&bjects, and such the mode of NewTestament baptism. 
The administration of the ordinance affords such conviction, that 
we have thought it unnecessary ta make much comment on our 
practice. We have requested our Christian brethren to compare 
it with the order of the gospel. Our remarks at the water have 
been principally intended to shew the fallacy of those arguments, 
which are adduced to prove, that all the followers of the Redeem- 
er are not obliged to follow him, in an institution concerning which 
he has said, ** thus it becometh ws to fulfil all righteousness.” We 
believe our attempts to vindicate this part of divine truth have 
not been in vain. But as on the one hand we have had no design 
to offend, so on the other we have not dared to keep back truth 
through fear of offending. 

The past spring has indeed been a spiritual. spring to this part 
of the vineyard, and the language of our Lord has been, rise uft 
any love, my fair one, and come away ; for lo, the winter ts fast, the 


rain is over and gone, the flowers appfiear on the earth, the time of 


the singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle te heard in 
aur lund. 
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YLhis has been exemplifed; for we had long experienceil a 
wintry season, but the Sun of righteousness has at length beam- 
eduponus. Our cold hearts have been animated with his lovey 
and the voice of the Holy Spirit has been heard and felt. Nox- 
ious weeds have been transformed into flowers, sweeter than the 
smell of Lebanon. The heavenly Husbandman has transplanted 
them from the corrypt soil of nature, into hisown garden. May 
they flourish in the courts of the Lord here, and eternally in the 
paradise of God above. 

Oh! how delightful to hear praises ascending from the hearts 
and voices of ransomed sinners to him who heth loved us and wash- 
ed us from our sins in his own blood. Surely we may add—To 
him be glory forever. 

The means which the Lord hath been pleased te make use of 
were various ; the preaching of the word, observing and hearing 
others relate their exercises, and sometimes serious impressions 
have been made by the immediate agency of the Holy Spirit, with- 
out the use of any means. ‘The Lord hath done all according to 
his sovereign pleasure, and to him all the glory must be ascribed. 

It has been pleasing to observe the union of sentiment among 
these happy subjects of divine grace; all testify, that the supe- 
rior happiness they enjoy in the favour of Christ is not to be de- 
scribed. One observed that * the amusements of the world which 
gratified for the moment always left a sting behind; but now I 
have happiness without a sting.” Thus they have already re- 
ceived some clusters from the heavenly land; and their language 
to those in the wilderness is, itis a good land ; surely it foweth 
with milk and honey. O, come taste and see that the Lord is 
good. 

“‘ How lost was my condition 
Till Jesus made me whole. 
There is but one Physician 
Can cure a sin sick soul. 
Come then to this Physician, 
His help he’ll freely give. 

He makes no hard condition : 
?Tis only look, and live.” 


We have rejoiced that this work has extended beyond the lim- 
ms of our society; numbers have been added to the other 
churches who have been the subjects of it. We have personal ac- 
quaintance with some of them and cordially fellowship them 
as brethren in Christ. We do not regret that they are not of our 
sect; but we regret that we cannot say of all, as on a similar oc- 
casion, then they that gladly received the word were bapfitized. "The 
work has for some time past declined, yet, blessed be God, we 
have still some inquiring souls among us, and have reason to hope 
the revival has not entirely subsided. May all the followers of 
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the Lamb unite in fervent petitions to the God of all grace for 
the continued and increasing displays of his love to our ruined 
race, till the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be exalted above the 
hills, and all nations flow unto it. Yours, respectfully, &c, 


LETTER FROM A FRIEND OF MISSIONARIES TO 
THE EDITOR. 


Dear Sir, New York, Aug. 20, 1808. 


SHOULD you deem the following information acceptable, 
and its publication calculated to promote the interest of our dear 
Redeemer’s visible kingdom, you will give it a place in your 
Magazine. In addition to the Baptist Missionary Society, lately 
established in this city, there is also another, consisting chiefly 
of young persons of both sexes. This latter is designed to as- 
sist, by its funds, the one abovementioned. This highly com- 
mendable Institution is called The Baptist Youths’ Missionary 
Assistant Society of New York. Their funds, which are far from 
being unworthy of their zeal, are presented annually as above, 

Their officers are young men, whose age, according to their 
constitution, must not exceed a certain limitation. They must 
be of the Baptist persuasion, and in good standing in some 
church of that denomination. And the members of the Society 
must be of good moral character, &c. 

I haye often beheld their ardour with thankfulness to our first 
and greatest Friend who came on a mission to our guilty world, 
He it is I trust that has given them such a desire for the spread 
of the glorious gospel. 

They hold a monthly meeting for business, which is opened 
and closed by prayer, and singing appropriate hymns. They 
have also a monthly missionary prayer meeting. 

In short, it appears, that the Lord is pouring out a missionary 
spirit on his dear people in this much favoured city ; and what 
can be matter of greater joy to the fathers and mothers in our 
spiritual Israel, than to see the lambs of Christ’s fold active in 
the delightful service of the chief Shepherd? To see them 
prayerfully engaged in using means for the promulgation of the 
gospel among their destitute fellow sinners ? 

I doubt not, Mr. Editor, but the perusal of the above will 
produce on your mind an impression similar to that on my own, 
while writing the facts. The Christian zeal displayed by our 
dear young friends, for the missionary cause, is worthy of imita- 
‘tion by the pious youth throughout our country ; and it is hop- 

may serve as an incentive to 4// who love our Lord Jesus in 
sincerity and truth. 

That this may be the case is the prayer of 
A Frienp to Missionaries. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THOMASTON, (MAINE.) 


Extract of a Letter from a Gentleman in Thomaston, 
Dated May 13th, 1808, to his Brother in Boston. 


Dear Brother, 


UNDER an impression, that a brief account of the reforma- 
tion in this place will be pleasing to you and our Christian 
friends in Boston, and hoping it may be a mean in the hand of 
God to build up and establish some weak, doubting Christian, or 
comfort the saints, I am induced with pleasure to undertake the 
task. ; 

About the middle of Jan. last, D. S. of this place, experienc- 
ed an afflictive providence, which appeared to be instrumental in 
the hand of God of bringing him to serious reflections upon his 
former life, and terminated in a deliverance of his soul from the 
power of sin and Satan, into the liberty of the sons of God, This 
change put a new song into his mouth, even praise to that God, 
who had brought him out of nature’s darkness into marvellous 
light : upon which, he could not hold his peace, but in a won- 
derful mauner spake of the things of God, and his goodness to 
poor sinners, declaring that of himself he could do nothing, but 
that it was his duty to be holy even as God was holy. This gave 
a brother of his serious thoughts concerning the state and con- 
dition of his soul, which also terminated, as we have reason to 
hope, ina saving change. He gave a very clear and striking re- 
lation of the dealings of God to his soul. 

About this time there came to this town a man by the name of 
Samuel Baker, a preacher from the Methodist sect ; who being 
converted to Calvinistic sentiments, as they are called, was baptis- 
ed. This produced a great concourse of people, and was attend- 
ed with the most solemn and impressive effects. Many were 
struck with the mighty power of God, and ready to cry out, what 
shall I do to be saved? ‘These words were not uttered with ar- 
ticulate sounds, for all was still, excepting bitter wailings, and 
lamentations of the heart, which were discovered by a sorrowful 
countenance, and tears of contrition, which bespoke true peni- 
tence of soul. Ina few days, many appeared feelingly and sen- 
sibly wrought upon by divine efficacious grace, and found com- 
fort to their souls. Old Christians were all alive, whilst the 
young converts were relating the dealings of God to their souls. 
One instance in particular deserves a minute detail. In giving in 
has relation to the church, one said, * when I came to meeting on 
Sunday evening, I agreed with my comrades to get from the ser- 
mon a by-word ; I did so, which by-word was the text, (Gen, 
iil. 9.) Adam, where art thou? This I thought would suit my 
turn very well, I came home and began to repeat my by-word; 
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but the force of the demand had in a striking point of view takeg 
hold of me, so that I could not help crying out to thyself, John, 
where art thou! Where is thy poor soul! or what will become 
of it inthe day when Ged judgeth the hearts of men! thus I had 
no pleasure in repeating my éy-word as I had agreed ; but on 
the contrary, my heart was too heavy laden with sin and the 
thoughts of my miserable condition, to join my comrades any 
more in sin and rebellion against God. In stating the matter 
to them they were much disappointed ; for I was their ring-lead- 
er. However, they tried hard to persuade me to return, declar- 
ing that religion was an invention of men, set up to scare people; 
that I was very foolish, and would be made a laughing stock, &c. 
Alas! I had lost ail relish for such language, and was too sensi- 
ble of my lost and undone condition, to believe in their vain and 
delusive persuasions. I knew that I had offended that God, who 
supports and upholds me ; I felt the weight of sin heavy on my 
soul, and knew no way to avert the impending wrath of an angry 
God, who sees and knows all my conduct. ‘This bore down ev: 
ery minor consideration, and I was about to give myself up for 
lost, when, behold ! the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of 
the world, appeared in mercy for my soul. This gave a turn to 
all my thoughts and ideas. 1 saw with clearness the plan of sal- 
vation through Christ ; that without him I could do nothing, and 
thatin him I could do all things. That he in his own body bore 
our sins on the cross, that we through him might have hope. 
And now I think I can trust in him, for all my future happiness 
depends on him.” Soon after this J. P. jun. met with a change; 
he told a very clear experience, and appeared to be an altered 
man indeed. 

We now began to hold evening meetings, at which times many 
would be in tears, some rejoicing in God, being constrained to 
speak of his goodness and mercies. Others crying and com- 
plaining in bitterness of soul, “I am lost, I am undone! I am 
gone forever, and no hope!” Some would come to make game; 
but of this description there were but few. There appeared to 
be such a goodly number brought into the liberty of the gospel, 
that our elder thought it expedient te appoint a conference meet- 
ing ; accordingly Saturday, the 27th of February, was appointed. 
We met in the school house at 10 o’clock, a. mM. This was a day 
of glad tidings, a day of joy and gladness, a day long to be re- 
membered with us ; no less than thirteen told the gracious deal- 
ings of God to their souls; nine of whom were received as can- 
didates for baptism. The next Saturday was also appointed for 
another conference, and baptism. In the interim, many even- 
ing meetings were held, and lectures preached, at which time 
the young converts would speak of God’s gracious dealings to 
their souls, and of their determination, through Christ strength- 
ening them, to persevere in the way they had begun. When the 
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appointed time came, the meeting house was so filled that many 
were obliged to stand in the broad aisle ; four more told their ex- 
periences at this meeting, and with the nine above mentioned 
Were straightway baptised, and, coming uft out of the water, were 
constrained to open their mouths in praises to that God, who 
had done such great things for their souls. The next day, being 
Lord’s day, people flocked from all parts to hear the word. 
And I think I may say, I never saw so large an assembly 
at a meeting in this town before. These, my brother, are 
glorious things, and marvellous in our eyes. In the course of 
the week many evening meetings were held by the young con- 
verts, at which they w ould speak severally, and tell the gracious 
dealings of God to their souls ; observing the greatest order and 
decorum, exhorting one another to\attend to the things that be- 
long to their eternal salvation and happiness. About seven or 
eight received a sealing manifestation of the love of God to their 
souls. Andon Sunday following our aged pastor, though very 
feeble and infirm in body, was made mighty in the Spirit, to the 
edification of Christians in general, but in particular to young 
converts, (to whom his discourse was particularly adapted) to the 
pulling down strong holds of Satan, in setting the captive free, 
and proclaiming the “acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God. In the evening a meeting was held, at 
which time I think I saw the power of the Lord evidently set 
forth among the people: my ears were joyfully saluted with, 
“ praise the Lord, O my soul! and let all that is within me bless 
his holy name.” 

Meetings from this time were held every evening,‘ and the 
reformation became general, spreading through different parts 
of the town, young and old partaking of its divine and consolating 
benefits. On Monday evening the meeting was held at Mr. C’s, 
and a very crowded house it was: this was the happiest season 
which I have seen since the reformation began ; for not only the 
young converts, but old Christians were all alive in religion. 
Backsliders, long strayed from the fold, turning from the error 
of their way, confessing their wanderings and giving glory to 
God for his goodness to their souls ; and bold blasphemers bow- 
ing down to the feet of Jesus, and crying, “ Lord, have mercy 
on me a poor sinner.” 

Mr. C. where me were now met, gave as cleara relation of the 
dealings of God with him, in a work of grace on his soul, and of 
the influence of the Spirit, in discovering to him his hard heart, 
blind mind and wretched condition, as ever 1 heard. “I was, 
(said he) running on in rebellion, and sinning against God with 
a high hand and an out stretched arm. I was given to almost 
every vice. I would swallow down every sin that lay in my way, 
and glory in my shame. I went on from sim to sin without re- 
morse, and thought a day of retribution could do me no harm, as 
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I imagined I was as good as other folks; but alas! on hearing 
such strange things related, I began (though very unwilling) to 
think, and my thoughts led to relentings which I did not under- 
stand, but I soon found I was overtaken by the justice of an all 
avenging God, who, 1! was convinced, would dy no means clear 
the guilty, and such | felt myself in every sense of the word. 
When I came to examine, I found myself possessed of a hard 
heart, a blind mind, and carnai affections. In short, every thing 
that was wrong grew spontaneously in my heart, which I found 
was wholly opposed to God. I had neither will nor ability to 
seek after him. I was totally lost, and saw no way whereby I 
might be saved. This brought me low indeed. I was ready to 
cry out in the bitterness of my soul, “cursed be the day that I 
was born and the night wherein it was said, there is a man child 
conceived.” I went sorrowing as those that have no hope. I 
went to meeting, but found every thing I heard was against me. 
I heard of Jesus Christ coming to seek and save lost sinners, but 
thought that it could not be for me, I had been such a great 
blasphemer. I felt such foulness of soul, such a sink of sin, such 
deformity of mind, such depravity of heart, that I could hardly 
bear my own self. I would often think of praying, but conclud- 
ed there could be no mercy for one who had been such a faithful 
servant to the devil. The tempter told me I had sinned away 
the day of grace, and must inevitably perish; that I could not 
suffer more for giving myself up to him; and as sin was sweet, 
and as I now could not be saved, I had better trouble myself no 
more about it. But the more I thought on such temptations, the 
more I hated the tempter ; for I now began to discover that he 
was leading me blindfold to destruction; that Christ came to 
seek and save lost, condemned sinners, such as I viewed myself 
to be: I thought that if I must perish, I could but perish at the 
feet of Christ, and was hence determined to ask mercy of him. 
But how to perform my resolution I knew not. I had never in 
my life thought of such a thing before, and therefore was as igno- 
rant as a brute ; but pray I must, at least attempt it, and so falling 
on my knees, (my wife and children being in bed) I uttered some 
words, but my soul was overwhelmed in gloomy thoughts. In 
the midst of my devotions a man knocked at the door of my cot- 
tage. At this instant something seemed to say, “ my old mas- 
ter, you are gone, for you know that the sacrifice of the wicked 
is an abomination to the Lord, especially when he bringeth it with 
an evil heart.” And I knew that my-heart was evil and despe- 
rately wicked. But I arose, spoke to the man, and after he was 

ne, felt determined to finish my prayer, (such as it was) and im- 
mediately fell on my knees again before him whom I had often, 
and so recently offended ; but I trust with a heart felt sorrow for 
sin. After I had done, I arose, went to bed, and felt tolerably 
comfortable the remainder of the night. Wien I awoke in the 
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morning, I thought again about praying; but now the devil 
seemed to set all his engines at work to deter me from my only 


. comfort and happiness, as I was now led to consider it ; for a few 


days ago I could not bear such an humble posture, as to be on 
my knees before God ; but as I had (by what assistance I did not 
then know) broken the ice the night before, I felt a greater desire 
to call on God than ever, and was determined to persevere. I 
accordingly did, and felt more composed after this exercise was 
over. Often, when about my work, strong temptations have seiz- 
ed me; but prayer is my only shield now; and when I attempt 
it, those temptations instantly leave me. At length I was 
brought to see that as there was nothing good in me, but on the 
contrary, that I was shapen in sin, and brought forth in iniquity ; 
and that as Christ came to save such rebels as I was, I could 
now rely on his merits asa whole Saviour to my poor soul. 
Thus by degrees I was brought into the plan of the gospel ; and 
do by the assistance of my God espouse Jesus Christ to be my 
whole Saviour, and rely on him and none else.” 

At a meeting one evening, a little child, about ten years of 
age, arose from her seat, and spake of the things of her soul’s 
concern. She said, “I was hearing my grand-papa preach last 
Sabbath, when it seemed to be said, ‘ I sha’n’t be saved, I sha’n’t 
be saved!’ I felt pressed to my heart; for I thought I should 
go to hell and suffer for my sins. My sins lay so heavy on me I 
thought I could not live. I did not think God could save me, I 
was so vile. I had such a proud heart, I thought he would be 
just in sending me to ruin. When I went to meeting last even- 
ing, the load seemed to leave me, but I knew not the reason. [I 
so loved to hear the Christians talk, that 1 was sorry when the 
meeting was done. I did not think I knew any thing of religion, 
or what it was; but within a week past, I have been happy in 
reading the Bible, and in hearing Christians converse. I heard 
a boy say, that he wished to carry on and play whilst he lived, 
and when he died to go to heaven. But I thought I did not 
want to sin any more, and had a desire that God would keep me 
from it, and make me good all my days, so that I might praise 
his name: But I am so bad ! am afraid he will not. 

“TI told my little brothers on Sunday, that they must not play, 
it was the Lord’s day. They asked me whothe Lord was. I 
told them, it was God, who made us, and who keeps us, and who 
gives us bread to eat. ) 

“ I used to be afraid of going to hell, but now all fear of hell has 
left me, and I have felt more happiness to night, than ever I felt 
in all my life before. I used to stay out of the room if I could 
when my papa went to duties, but now I delight in hearing him 
pray ; and can rejoice to think that my parents are Christians, be- 
cause I can hear theng talk religion. I have felt at times as 
though I wanted others to go to heaven though I should be cast 
P 
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down to hell: but since that load has left me I can rejoice and 
praise God, for I do believe that Christ came to redeem poor 
me, and set my soul free from the power of sin. And now I 
Jong. to follow him down the banks of Jordan, and be baptized.’’ 

On the Jast Thursday in March, Elder Samuel Baker, (men- 
tioned in the fore part of this account,) was ordained a colleague 
pastor, with Elder Snow.” ) 

{ We shouldwith much pleasure,did our limits permit, continue 
this interesting narrative, and furnish our readers with a more 
ample account ; but what has been given may serve as a general 
specimen of the work. We feel unwilling, however, to close 
without giving one short extract-more. ‘The writer observes, ]} 

“ That Thursday, May 5th, was appointed as a conference, 
to hear the relation of candidates. When the day was come, the 
meeting house was crowded, and almost all Christians. This 
was a goodtime indeed. Sucha scene I never witnessed before. 
All was. peace, joy, and rejoicing ; all was love and concord ; all 
was harmony and happiness. Zhe day spring from on high visited 
our souls, so that we could almost say, none needed to be taught 
of his neighbour, saying, Know the Lord; for almost all ap- 
peared to know him. Eighteen were accepted of che church as 
candidates for baptism; and 17 went forward in that ordinance. 
There has now been baptized in this place 84 persons since 
the reformation began, in January last ; and almost all have been 
added to the church ; so that our church has more than doubled 
its number, in the short space of four months. As manyas thirty 
more, we trust, have received Christ, but who are kept from an 
open profession, through fear or diffidence.” Yours, &c. 


By the minutes of the Lincoln Association it appears, that 133 
have been added to this church in the course of a year. What 
wonders grace performs! What a happy alteration religion makes 
in towns, in neighbourhoods, in families! Yea, whata happy 
alteration is experienced in the soul that is formed anew ! 

Ten new churches were added to the above Association at 
their last meeting, besides large additions made to many other 
churches. May the Lord’s name be praised, from the rising of 
the. sun to the going down of the same. Epiror. 


CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS BAPTIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


AT the annual meeting of this society in May, 1807, a vote was 
passed, requesting the trustees to revise the constitution, and 
eause it to be published in the Magazine. While this was in 
eontemplation, it was understood, that several persons had pro- 
posed to bequeath. property to the society, in order to aid its be- 
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mevolent purposes. It was hence thought proper, at a meeting 
of the board in February last, to petition the legislature of the 
Commonwealth for an act of incorporation, to enable the society 


"to recover any bequests which are now, or which may hereafter 


be made, and to manage its money concerns with safety. These 
being the sole objects for which the act was obtained, it would be 
a subject of extremeregret, should any of our brethren so far 
mistake our views as to suppose us capable of a design to coerce 
the members of the Society into any measure contrary to their 
own free choice. Could any fair construction of the act of incor- 
poration render it even probable that such would be its tendency, 
the 7th article of the by-laws, which by a vote of the Society at 
their Jast annual meeting makes a part of the constitution, we 
must suppose will remove every doubt on the subject. There- 
fore agreeably to a vote of the Board of Trustees, passed on the 
i2th of Sept. 1808, we now publish the 


ACT OF INCORPORATION, AND BY-LAWS, AS THE 


CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY. 
An Act to incorporate the Members of a Society by the 
name of the Baptist Missionary Society in Massachu- 
setts. 





Sect. 1. BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Repfresen- 
fatives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That Thomas Baldwin, Doctor in Divinity, the Reverend 
Joseph Clay, Deacon John Wait, of Boston, the Reverend Wil- 
liam Collier, Deacon David Goodwin,and Deacon John Carter, of 
Charlestown, the Reverend Joseph Grafton and John Kenrick, 
Esq. of Newton, the Reverend Lucius Bolles, of Salem, the 
Reverend William Williams, of Wrentham, the Reverend Eli- 
sha Williams, of Beverly, the Reverend William Batchelder, of 
Haverhill, the Reverend Valentine W. Rathbun, of Bridgewa- 
ter, and the Reverend John Peak, of Newburyport, together with 
such others as may hereafter associate with them and their suc- 
cessors, be, and they are hereby made a body politic and corpo- 
rate, by the name of the Baptist Missionary Society in Massachu- 
setts, and by that name may sue, and be sued at law, in any action, 
real, personal, or mixed ; and may prosecute and defend such 
actions to final judgment and execution, and may do and suffer 
all other things which corporations ofa similar nature may or 
ought to do and suffer ; and the said society shall have continu- 
ance and succession for the term of fifteen years from the passe 
ing of this act; but the legislature of this commonwealth may 
at any time alter, amend, or repeal the same, if they shall see 
cause therefor, reserving however tothe said corporation, the 
property thereto belonging ; and nothing contained in this act 
shall be construed to change or divert the use and expenditure of 
the funds or other property from the purpose for which they are 
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or may be raised ; and the legislature of this commonwealth 


shall always have a right to examine into the doings, funds and. 


expenditures of the said corporation, and for that purpose shall 
have access to all their books and papers. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said corporation shall 
have power to receive and hold real estate of any kind in fee sim- 
ple, or other less estate not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, 
and of receiving and holding personalestate by donation, bequest, 
legacy, or otherwise, not exceeding ten thousand dollars, the 
annual income of all which real or personal estate shall be appli; 
ed to the sole use and purpose of diffusing christian knowledge, 
in such manner as the said corporation shall judge will best 
promote and answer the design of their incorporation ; Provided 
Aowever, that each and every of the missionaries, or other in- 
structors, or teachers, employed by the said corporation, shall be 
of the Protestant religion, of competent learning, of reputed pie- 
ty and prudence, and of exemplary morals. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said corporation may 
annually elect by ballot, by a majority of the members present, 
at a mecting regularly notified, and held in the manner as di- 
rected in the sixth section of this act, a president, vicg president, 
secretary, treasurer, and such number of trustees as they may 
think proper (not less than seven) and such other officers as they 
may determine to be necessary ; and all such officers, when cho- 
sen, may hold their offices until others are chosen in their stead ; 
and in case of death, resignation or disability of either of the 
said officers, the said corporation shall have a right in like man- 
ner, at any meeting regularly called for the purpose, or at any 
meeting held by adjournment, as may be most convenient, to 
fill any vacancy which may so happen : Provided however, the 
present officers of the said society may continue to hold their 
places until the next annual meeting, or unless others are chosen 
in their stead, conformably to the provisions of this act. 

Sect. 4. Beit further enacted, That the said corporation be, 
and hereby is authorized, at their first meeting, to be holden un- 
der this act, by vote of the majority of the members present, to 
make and establish such by-laws, rules and orders, as they may 
think necessary, for the prudent and regular management of 
their affairs, subject however to revisions, additions or alterations, 
from time to time, at any regular meeting, and may also annex 
reasonable penalties, for the breach of either said by-laws, rules 
or orders, Provided the same are not in any case repugnant to 
the constitution and laws of this commonwealth. 

And in order that the members of the said society, and all the 
contributors to said design, may know the state of the funds, 
and of all the donations made tothe same, and of the disposal 
thereof : 


Secr. 5. Be it further enacted, That particular accounts of 


such funds, and the expenditure thereof, shall be exhibited by 
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the treasurer, or in case of his absence, by the secretary, at the 
annual stated meetings of said society, a committee of the said 
society having first examined and certified the same to be true ; 
and fair entries shall be made in books to be provided for that 
purpose, of all donations made to the society, and of all the es- 
tate, real or personal, belonging to the same ; and the said books 
shall be brought to the general stated and annual meetings, and 
be there open for the examination of the members. 

Ssecr. 6. Beit further enacted, That Thomas Baldwin, Doc- 
tor of Divinity, be, and he is hereby authorized to appoint the 
first meeting of the said society, and to publish a notification of 
the time and place,in two ofthe newspapers printed in Boston, 
filteen days at least before the day of meeting. 

{This Act passed Feb. 28, 1808.] 
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BY-LAWS 
For the Regulation of the Bafi. Miss. Society in Massachusetts, 


Art. I. THE members shall assemble on the last Wednes- 
flay in May, annually, when they shall elect by ballot a president, 
vice president, secretary and treasurer, who, together with 12 
other persons which they shall elect at the same time and in the 
same manner, shall constitute a board of trustees, with powers 
to appoint and dismiss missionaries, control the funds, and man- 
age all ibe concerns of the society until others are chosen in 
their stead. The officers and seven of the other trustees shall be 
of the Baptist churcles, and the other five may be chosen from 
the society at large. 

Art. Il. The secretary shall keep a correct and fair record 
of all the proceedings of the society and board ef trustees, which 
shall be open for the inspection of the members at every annual 
meeting. 

Art. III. The treasurer shall receive the monies and all 
other property which may be given to the society, and shall hold 
and manage the funds under the immediate direction of the board 
of trustees. He shall also exhibit a correct statement of the 
funds annually, and at such other times as he may be requested 
by the board. Satisfactory bonds shall be taken of the treasurer. 

Art. IV. The president may call meetings of the board at 
his discretion. He shall also cal] special meetings at the request 
of three trustees. It shall be his duty to preside i in the meetings 
of the society and board. In his absence the vice president, and 
in the absence of both, a president pro tempore shall be appointed 
to preside. And not less than 5 trustees shall constitute a quorum, 

Arr. V. ‘The trustees shall annually exhibit to the society 

a full and particular statement of the missions performed the 
adbceding year, of the success which may appear to have attend- 
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ed these labours, and of the prospects and calls for future ex- 
ertions. 

Arr. VI. In order to aid the benevolent and important ob- 
jects of the institution, a sermon shall be delivered in Boston on 
the evening of every anniversary, after which a public contribue 
tion shall be made to the funds. 

Art. VII. Any person who shall pay one dollar annually to 
the use of the society shall, at his request, be considered a mem- 
ber ; and all members shall have their names enrolled in the 
books of the society. Any person shall have liberty to discon- 
tinue his membership at pleasure. 


THE DOVE. 


THE following extraordinary circumstance, respecting the 
conduct of a dove, may be relied on asa fact. It took place on 
the first Lord’s day in August last, in the Baptist meeting house, 
in Pawlet, in the state of Vermont, in the time of public service ; 
consequently, several hundred people were witneises of this 
singular event. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Beat, pastor of the Baptist church, 
was called upon in the intermission to baptize. He preach- 
ed to the people that day from Psalm xcii. 1,2. and in il- 
lustrating his subject he took occasion to bring into view the 
descent of the Holy Ghost, in bodily shape like a dove, on the 
head of our glorious Redeemer, at his baptism. Before he had 
done with his subject, a dove flew into the door of the meeting 
house, and lit upon the cornice over the pulpit, and soon hovered 
down and lit,upon the top of the speaker’s head; from thence it 
went down on to his right shoulder. After sitting there some 
time, it walked across the back of his neck on to his left shoulder, 
At length it walked out upon his left arm, (that being at the time 
extended) from which it hovered down, arfd sat upon the Bible, 
which lay on the desk before him. After sitting on the Bible 
for some time, it spread its wings and flew out at one of the 
gallery windows. 

“It was judged, that the time that this innocent bird stayed 
upon, and about the preacher was half an hour. It did not appear 
to break, but rather to help his ideas in preaching. It hada 
most solempizing effect on his mind, and also, as was thought, on 
the whole assembly. It has occasioned (says the writer from 
whom this extract is taken) much talk in this vicinity. But the 
end that God had in this providential occurrence is yet kept a 
secret.” 

We have thus simply narrated the above fact, and leave the 
reader to make his own comments upon it. 
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BAPTISM OF SEVERAL PEDOBAPTIST MINISTERS. 


SO long as baptism is considered as an ordinance of Jesus 
Christ, established by his authority, and sanctioned by his exam- 
ple, so long it must appear important to all that love him, to see 
this ordinance kefit as it was originally deltvered to the churches. 

The Rev. Dr. Rogers, of Philadelphia, under date of Novem- 
ber 28th, writes his friend in Boston as follows: “ In my last 
I mentioned the baptism of the Rev. Mr. Grayham ; (he was 
baptized in New-York, by the Rev. Mr. Williams) and of the 
intention of the Rev. Mr. J7’Clay of New-York, with some of the 
members of his church, of submitting to the same holy ordinance. 
Of Mr. Haldane’s baptism in Edinburgh, and about 80 of his 
members, I suppose you have heard. Since which, the Rev. 
Mr. Little of Birmingham, England, a respectable independent 
minister, with 70 of his members, has followed the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the same holy ordinance. God grant that the leaven 
of truth may thus leaven the whole lump ofthe election of 
grace.” | 

To the above we may add, the Rev. Mr. Balfour in this vicin- 
ity, who after delivering a course of sermons in vindication of 
his change of sentiments, was baptized by the Rev. Mr. Collier 
of Charlestown, on Lord’s day, Noy. 20. 

Mr. B. in the above discourses, exhibited a very handsome 
specimen of Christian candour, Biblical criticism, and historical 
information. But we forbear any further remarks, as we hope 
the public will soon be gratified in seeing these discourses in 
print. 


To Tne Eprror oF Tue Mass. Bar. Miss. Macaziyxe. 
Sir, 

IF you think the following narrative of the peaceful death of a follower of the 
Lamb calculated to comfort Christians or awaken sinners, you will please to 
give it a place in your useful publication. 

Boston, Oct. 1808. Aw Eve Wiurwxess. 


THE BELIEVER’S CONQUEST OVER DEATH ; 
OR, 


DYING EXPERIENCE OF MRS. SARAH KENDALL, 
Wife of Deacon Thomas Kendall, of Boston. 


THE idea of death is always calculated to interest the feelings 
of mankind. To this period every reflecting mind looks forward 
with seriousness; and even the most thoughtless and gay are 
frequently arrested in the routine of pleasure, and summoned to 
the unwelcome recollection, that the hour of their dissolution 
approaches. Though a fear of death is instinctive, and a varie- 
ty of circumstances also attach men to the world, yet the most 
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poignant sting results from a consciousness of guilt and a future 
accountability. But there is avery obvious difference in the 
views of different persons in their last hours; and as there are 
many, who, notwithstanding the natural causes of fear, meet 
death, on a full and deliberate view of the subject, not only with 
serenity, but with joy and triumph, it Is interesting to every per- 
son to become acquainted with the specific principles, which pro- 
duce this desirable state. 

The subject of these remarks was a peculiarly happy instance 
of a joyful departure from time ; and thoagh it is impossible to 
impart a full impression of the interesting scene, to those who 
did not witness it, a concise view will be attempted. 

Mrs. Kendall’s person and manners were peculiarly engaging, 
though she was rather reserved, except among intimate friends. 
She possessed a remarkably discriminating mind in forming a 
just opinion of persons and things, insomuch that it has been 
frequently noticed that events almost uniformly justified the 
opinions she had given, which caused her advice to be sought by 
friends, who will long gratefully retain a remembrance of her 
kindness, The amiable manner in which she dischar ged the vari- 
ous relations of life has left an indelible impression oa the minds 
of her immediate connexions ; but in these remarks we shall be 
confined specifically to her religious character. 

ler mind was first impressed with religion when about 15 
years of age. She soon left the place of worship where she had 
tevally attended, believing the gospel was not preached there in 
its purity, and attended the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Gair, then 
miiuister of the Second Baptist Church in Boston. She did not 
obtaim that rest to her soul which she desired, tii about 5 years 
after her attention was excited, when she made a profession of 
religion, and was baptized by the Rev. Dr. Baldwin in 1801, and 
became a member of the church under his pastoral care, At 
this time her mind was serenely joyful under clear and satisfacto- 
ry views of the charaeter of God, and of the complete atonement 
and iree salvation of the Redeemer. This sensible joy, howev- 
er, Was soon interrupted. ‘Though, in the view of her friends, 
she remained an ornament to religion, she frequently expressed 
riety respecting her own state. It was evident that she had 

deep and impressive discoveries of the greatness, § glory and holi- 
ness of the divine character, of the nature of sin, the deep reoted 
depravity of human nature, and ber personal guilt and entire un- 
worthiness ; but did not possess sufficient evidence of the atone- 
ment being applied to her soul. 

Though she was most happily connected in domestic life, she 


experienced some peculiar trials. She had eight children, six of 


whom the Lord called her to resign to the arms of death. Dur- 
ng the Iast seven years of life, she had enjoyed but little health, 

.d much of the time was confined to herchamber. But though 
in some measure retired, she took a zealous interest in the con- 
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cerns of Christ’s kingdom in the world. When the Third Bap- 
tist Meeting House was erected in Boston, in 1807, she was 
highly gratified at the prospect of the addition of another place, 
in which evangelical truth would be exhibited ; and when the new 
church was formed, she encouraged the undertaking by uniting 
with her husband in removing her relation to it. 

In the spring of 1808, her consumptive complaints became 
more alarming, and indicated that her dissolution was rapidly ap- 
proaching, of which she was perfectly sensible. 

A few weeks before her death, her mind being very dark, a 
friend, after conversing some time with her, and endeavouring to 
comfort her with religious hopes and prospects, observed, “ Had I 
ever discovered any risings of your carnal heart against God’s deal- 
ings with you amidst all your sufferings, I should not dare thus 
to converse with you, and present religious encouragements.” 
She clasped her hands together, looking up to heaven, and said, 
‘*Q how could I complain of God’s dealings towards me, when 
they have been all mercy and kindness? It is true, his hand has 
been heavy upon me. but it has beena soft hand.” 

A more distinct idea of the state of her mind at this time may be 
derived from the following remarks of the Pastor of the church. 
‘‘In my frequent visits to her (he observes) for some months be- 
fore her death, I found her often under great depression of mind, 
and she sometimes expressed distressing doubts of her adoption. 
This led me tobe very particularin the examination of her exercises. 
At first I found the greatest burden of her mind arose from fears 
that her heart was not right towards God. On observing to herthat 
trials of this nature were commonto the children of God, she dis- 
covered a degree of dissatisfaction at the remark, and in a very sol- 
emn manner replied, “ My dear Sir, do not flatter me ; 1 am alrea- 
dy too liable to rest on something short of heartily embracing the 
truth. I am bound to eternity, and must soon appear before him, 
who searcheth all hearts, and with whom nothing but truth can 
stand.”’ In my next visit I was particular inexamining the grounds 
of her fears, which she thus described: “ When I consider how 
infinitely holy, wise, just, and good God is, and how boundless 
his condescension and mercy to such a sinner as I am, I feel ut- 
terly confounded. My heart is nothing but a sink of iniquity, 
and I fear I have no solid union and fellowship with Goc. lam 
not distressed with the fears of hell, but O, how can I live with- 
out more conformity tohim? How goodheis! I know he ev- 
er has and ever will do right. He has always done right by me, 
infinitely better than I deserve. I do not want him altered in 
his purposes, or the plan of his government ; but O, how can I 
be satisfied with myself, while my heart is so full of ingratitude, 
pride and selfishness!” I then conversed on the sufficiency of 
the Saviour’s merits. She replied, *1 know it, Sir, I have no 
doubt but the blood of Christ is sufficient to cleanse the very 
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chief of sinners ; I know that nothing but the righteousness of 
Christ will answer for my soul at the bar of God ; but Iam 
afraid that all my faith and views of it are selfish. .I often fear 


I never had that faith, which works by love to-God for his: 


own excellency and beauty. And O, to take up with low, mean, 
selfish views, and think it is true religion, how dreadful the 
thought! I fear many are deceived on this ground.” At 
another time I found she had enjoyed some seasons of comfort. 
But she still said, “ My fears are not gone. QO, my heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and desperately wicked ; who can know 
it? How do I know but these pleasant feelings, which [| at times 
enjoy, are owing to the different state of my animal spirits? On 
these we may operate, till we fill ourselves with zeal and flights 
of fancy, which are but sparks of our own kindling. In this al- 
so 1 fear many are deceived. But O how different this, from 
those mental delights, which are the result of Divine influence, 
which lead the mind to rejoice in the solid principles of truth 
and righteousness, and by faith to behold the way of life and 
salvation through the Redeemer.” After praying with her, as I 
had often done, she said one thing in my prayer injured her feel- 
ings, which was, that I should pray for her life ; for,’ as it ap- 
peared certain, from the circumstances of her disorder, that the 
Lord designed it should terminate in death, she thought it wrong 
to ask for any thing that was so manifestly contrary to the will of 
God.” The next opportunity | had with her, before she found re- 
lief, she still appeared diffident of herself, and conversed with great 
correctness on the difference between true and false operations 
on the mind. She was particular in observing how Satan may 
transform himself into an angel of light; and from her remarks 
it was evident those parts of scripture, which are the most 
discriminating on this point, were familiar to her mind. She 
decidedly said, as it was the will of God to take her away, she 
felt willing to go. But expressed an earnest desire, that the 
Lord would be pleased to grant her his gracious and comforting 
presence before she died.” 

It may be proper to remark, that she had a very considerable 
acquaintance with books, but her Bible she esteemed as her best 
companion. She rather regretted, that she had consulted so ma- 
ny authors on religious subjects ; and ‘gave it as her opinion, a 
few weeks before she died, that it would have been more for her 
comfort, had she read other books less and the Bible more. 

Her most familiar friends ever cherished the belief that the 
Lord would grant her a joyful sense of her interest in religion 
before she departed. Indeed there was a peculiarity im’ her 
state, for though she constantly deplored her darkness, yet it 
was very apparent to her friends, from her general cheerful- 
ness and engagedness, that she did enjoy much religious 
happiness ; yet her views of the reality, greatness, and glory of 
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divine truth were such, that she could not conceive herself to 
Aave already attained ; but forgetting the things which were be- 
hind, she appeared to be pressing towards the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ; and could be satisfi- 
ed with nothing short of awaking in the likeness of the Re- 
deemer. 

August 1, 1808, she had more than usual darkness on her 
mind, and was almost tempted to despair of mercy. ‘This even- 
ing being the church conference, she desired her husband te 
mention her case to the church, and request their prayers. He 
accordingly did. An unusual solemnity pervaded the members, 
and they felt that peculiar freedom in prayer, which greatly 
strengthened their belief, that the Lord would lift on her the 
light of his countenance. ‘This truth was now apparent, that 
The Lord hath never said to the seed of Jacob, seek ye me in vain: 
for about 10 o’clock this evening, he appeared gloriously to dis- 
sipate every intervening cloud, and to bring her soul triumphant- 
ly into the liberty of the gospel. She exclaimed, “ O, it is the 
Lord! Blessed, blessed be his holy name!” She called on her 
husband and ail around her to praise and magnity the Lord with 
her ; “for (said she) he has taken my feet out of the horrible 
pit and the miry clay, and hath placed them on the Rock Christ 
Jesus, and put a new song into my mouth.” She spent nearly 
all the remainder of the night in praising and adoring God for 
the riches of sovereign grace, which could reach such a guilty 
and undeserving wretch as she was. “ QO, (said she) I will doubt 
no more ; 

** Vil praise the Lord for grace receiv’d, 
And trust him for the rest,” 


The following passage was applied to her with much sweet- 
ness, and gave her great comfort through the night: J have lov- 
ed you with an everlasting love, therefore with loving kindness have 
LI drawn you. 

In the afternoon of the following day she overheard a friend 
say, that he thought she would continue but a few hours. She 
then said, with a heavenly smile on her countenance, “ Well, I 
thought I should live two or three days longer to speak for God; 
but if I shall not, I have much to do ; and as my time is short, [ 
must improve it.” 

She then took her two daughters by their hands, and said, 
“ My dear.children, I want you to love God ; do not form an un- 
favourable opinion of religion because your mother has suffered 
so much darkness; but see me now; this is the effect of relig- 
ion, and the power of God. Now death looks pleasant to me ; 
yes, the pleasantest moment of my life. Read the Bible, at least 
one chapter every day. Remember what I say.” 
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She often would say, “ OWleath, sweet death; the sting of 
death is sin, but thanks be to God, he has taken the sting away. 
O, it is easy dying. 


** Jesus can make a dying bed 

Feel soft as downy pillows are, 

While on his breast I lean my head 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 


On Wednesday night, Aug. 3, sheand all present thought her 
dying. She lost her speech, and passed the night in distressing 
spasms, without receiving any nourishment, and so continued 
tillthe middle of the next day, when she discovered an inclination 
for cold water. After taking it, she remarked, “ O, it is good ; 
it is better than the vinegar and the gall.” It was now asgertain- 
ed, that during the previous distressing night, though she had 
lost the power of speech, she had the perfect possession of her rea- 
son, and had a recollection of all that occurred in the room, and 
the remarks that were made. Being asked if she did not suffer 
much, during the night, she answered “ yes, but I enjoyed much. 
When the first spasm came on me, I thought, for a moment, 
well, this is death ; it is severe ; but this sweet passage of scrip- 
ture was whispered in my ear; The blood of Christ ¢leanseth from 
ail sin, and I felt no more pain. Of all the other attacks I was 
perfectly sensible, though they gave me no distress; the glori- 
ous songs of the angels so absorbed my soul, that all sense of 
pain forsook me ; and I can truly say, it was the happiest night 
I ever spent on earth.” 7 

From every account she gave of this night, which appeared so 
truly distressing to her friends, it was evident, that her trans- 
porting views of divine things elevated her above the painful sen- 
sations of nature. This view of the case is perfectly consonant 
‘with the frequent declarations of the martyrs, that “ in the flames 
they were conscious of no more pain than if placed on a bed of 
roses.” She even said that the friendly attentions of those 
around her tended to interrupt her enjoyment of heavenly glory, 
and desired that in future, when the children of God were enjoy- 
ing heavenly blessedness on the verge of time, their thoughts 
might not be recalled and interrupted by a multiplicity of atten- 
tions. 

She spent several hours in conversing with saints and sinners 
in a most extraordinary manner, during which time her cough 
entirely ceased, and she spake with considerable strength of 
voice. When reasoning and expostulating with a man of the 
world, she was desired to excuse him while he took some re- 
freshment ; she replied, “ I cannot ; I am just ready to enter on 
eternity, and may have opportunity to say but few words. Oh, 
had you been where I was the last night, and beheld the glory 
that I did, and felt-the infinite value of souls as I now do, you 
would not think any thing about bodily refreshment. O no. 
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What a glorious view of heaven, angels, Abraham, Isaac and Ja- 
cob! I also beheld the pit of darkness and despair, I saw the 
miserable beings there ; I say I saw their torment ; ; but it did not 
excité unhappiness.” 

After vonversing for three or four hours with great freedom, 
and more audibly then she could have done for months before, 
ly tc remarking, ** 1 am going to glory ina few moments,” 

l.@ closed her eyes, with a countenance expressive of serenity, 
ee heavenly lustre which cannot be described, saying, “ Fare- 
well, I am going,” and with enchanting melody sung the follow- 
ing lines ; 

s* My soul’s full of glory, which fires my glad tongue ; 
Could I meet with angels l’d sing them a song ; 


I’d sing of my Jesus, and tell of his charms, 
And bid them to bear me to his loving arms. 


«Pm going, I’m going, but what do I sce? 
?Tis Jesus in glory appears unto me. 

To heaven, to heaven I’m going, I’m gon¢e! 
All glory, O glory, ’tis finish’d and done. 


** When the seals are all open’d, and the trumpet shall sound, 
And wake God’s dear children, that sleep under ground, 
Their souls and their bodies shall all join in one, 

And each from their Saviour receive a bright crown.” 


This, however, did not prove the hour of her dismission from 
time; she had yet more to say on her Master’s behalf. A violent 
return of fever soon followed, which prevented her speaking ; but 
the next day, Thursday, she conversed with many. Her aim, 
however, was principally directed to those, whom she thought ta 
be unacquainted with experimental religion. Her discourse to 
every person was peculiarly appropriate and tender, which eyinc- 
ed that, she perfectly possessed her reason. 

She appeared now to have dismissed that peculiar natural affec- 
tion for her immediate family, for which she had always been 
conspicuous ; and her conduct impressed those who were pre- 
sent with an idea of the pure benevolence of Heaven. Her mind 
appeared to be deeply engaged to promote the glory of God, and 
the happiness of all around her. If she heard any thing said in 
her own commendation, it was evidently distressing to her. 
Having overheard her husband speak of the importance of her 
counsel and assistance, she admonished him for it, expressing a 
consciousness of entire ill-desert, and referring every thing to, 
the glory of God. 

A young woman, amiable in nature, with whom she had been 
intimate, called on her, and she appeared to rejoice in the oppor- 
tunity ofconversing with her. She said to her, “ My dear, I 
love you, but I want you tolove God. A _ profession of religion 
is nothing without real love to God, and the world is not worth 
possessing without it. The world is a bubble ; it isa cheat ; it 
cheats our souls from year to year ; and you, my dear, are in a 
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dangerous situation. You have made a profession of religion, 
and I fear you do not possess it; if not, it willlull you into a stu- 
pid security. You have also every worldly comfort calculated to 
attach yoy to life. Do think on what I say. Farewell.” 

She talked in a similar manner to many others, varying her 
discourse according to their particular circumstances. She had 
heard that one of her former acquaintance had embraced univer- 
salism, and could not rest till she was sent for. When the per- 
son came, she addressed her in the following manner: “ Dear 
H. I hear something concerning you which distresses me. I 
hear you have embraced the soul destroying doctrine of universal 
salvation.” ~'Phe lady replied with tears, “ It is not true.” She 
replied, “ I am very thankful if it is not ; but be that as it may, 
if you are not born again, you cannot be prepared for death, nor 
ever enter into,heaven. Do think of these things.” 

When asked one morning how she did, she replied, “ Nicely ; 
though I have not slept any, God is still kind. O, he is a sun and 
shield, he giveth grace and glory. Iam patiently waiting the 
Lord’s time to call me to himself. How long, dear Jesus, O 


133 


how long !” but let patience have her perfect work, 


«Earth has detain’d me pris’ner long, 
And I’m grown weary now.” 


But, as if conscious of having indulged some impatience to 
be gone, she immediately added, 


** But I’m contented here to stay, 
Another hour, another day ; 

To feel a joy, to bear a pain, 

To do some good, some good t’ obtain,” 


Once when she and allher friends thought her dying, she 
observed, “ I feel my heart strings break, but it is only the fellow- 
ship of Christ’s sufferings,” She then sung a number of verses, 
some of which those who were present did not recollect to have 
ever heard before ; the idea conveyed, however, was, that her 
spirit was anxious to be released from its clay, and calling upon 
kind angels to assist, that it might soar to its heavenly rest. 

Having experienced several sleepless nights and days, she said, 
Satan had been suggesting that she would lose her reason, and 
would then say some ‘thing to the dishonour of religion. She 
then concluded to take an anodyne, which before she had refus- 
ed » but after pausing awhile, she observed, “ Why should I 
take it? If God sees fit to preserve me without sleep, why 
should I wish for it ‘” and still declined it, repeating the follow- 
ing lines : 


“* How can I sleep, when angels sing, 
And all the saints on high 

Cry glory to the eternal King, 

The Lamb that once did dic ?” 
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On a friend’s observing to her, “ I hope God will support youy 
and carry you through the dark valley,” she immediately an- 
swered, “* No, not dark, it is all light tome ; there is no dark- 
ness in it.” : 

It was observed by several persons of sound judgment, that the 
indescribably serene joy and glory, which her appearance and con- 
versation indicated, filled them with solemn awe, and impressed 
them with the account given of Moses, when he descended from 
the mount, and veiled his face, because the children of Israel 
could not stedfastly behold him, for the glony of his countenance. - 

She repeatedly spake of the glorious discoveries on the Wed- 
nesday night before mentioned. She said, “I have seen and 
heard things not lawful to be uttered;” and after expatiating 
considerably on the subject, would say, “I cannot tell more ; 
but well did the apostle say, Hye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither has it entered into the heart of man to concetve the glories 
which are to be revealed. O no, you cann™.” 

Speaking of ministers, she said, “ There are but few faithful 
servants of Jesus Christ upon earth ; but the Lord will refine 
and purify them, while false teachers he will destroy. Yes, God 
is going to do great things in the world by the name of his holy 
child Jesus.”” When impressing religious truths, or stating the 
discoveries which had been made to her, she was extremely 
careful to caution her friends not to make what she said their 
guide, merely because she said it ; remarking, “ You have Mo- 
ses, and the prophets, Jesus Christ and the apostles ; there you 
will find your rules. O, precious Book! every line is true and 
glorious, every word a jewel, every letter a diamond. Now it is 
all opened to me.”’ 

At the time Dr. Stillman was buried, this passage was pecu- 
liarly on her mind, and she mentioned it to friends : The haugh- 
tiness of man shall be humbled, and the lofiiness of manshall be 
brought low, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. She 
at this time remarked, “ It has never been interpreted to me till 
now. Now I know what it means. Yes, the Lord alone shall be 
excalted,” 

She was able to speak but a few words from Wednesday, 
Aug. 10, till her death, which took place on Thursday, Aug. 
11. On this day she appeared perfectly to retain her senses, 
joy sat on her brow, and her eves spake the feelings of her soul. 
A few hours before her death the Pastor of the church prayed 
with her, and while engaged in the duty, she appeared to have a 
perfect understanding of the subjects contained in his petitions ; 
while her motions gave indications of her happy frame. ‘Thus 
she had continued for ten days uninterruptedly to triumph jn the 
glorious truths and exalted hopes inspired by the gospel of the 
grace of God, till she breathed her soul away, without a struggle, 
into the peaceful arms of her blessed Redeemer, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH oF and conscience, which he addressed with great 
, . seriousness. In his preaching he insisted much 

REV. 5. ECCLES. " . jon the great peculiaritic. of the gospel consider. 
Diep, at his place of residence ined as a dispensation of free, sovereign, and 
Darlington district, S. Carolina. on/#!orious grace, extended through a Redeemer 
we <n fo guilty dying men ;, and strongly enforced 

the 12th of August, in the meridian!rhe necessity of experimental practical godii- 
of life, the Rev. SAMvEL Eccuts of ness. One who knew him ot felt asa 
‘PITTS TES ‘ + |fricnd, in _siving information of his death, 
the Baptist church. He was anative writes, “* He bere his tast affliction with placid 


of Roscommon, in Ireland, and be-|resignation and unrepining patience.” 
gan professional life in the capacity | Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of bis saints. 
of a merchant in bis own Country ;| 
but proving unfortunate in trade soon 
after his engaging in it, he went to) scercu or rev. J, VAUGHAN. 
France, and as a friend to liberty, took ee 
an active part inthe revolutionary war} DEPARrten this life on Tuesday, 
in which that country was then en.|'he 30th of August last, the Rev. 
gaged. But the eiformities practised|Jos#ua Vaucuan, aged 57, pastor 
there under the name of liberty, both|ot the Baptist church in Brandywine, 
by the government and army, induced Chester County, Pennsylvania. The 
him, in a little time, to resign his|!ollewing day his remains were com- 
commission and come to America.|'Mitted to the grave, on which solemn 
Here it pleased God shortly after his occasion a sermon was preached by 
arrival, to impress his mind with thejthe Rev. Mr. Johnson of London 
importance and excellence of relig-|Tract, and an address delivered by 
ion; and from being a man of the| the Kev. H. G. Jones of Roxbo- 
world and a soldier, he became emi- rough. : 3,38 : 
nent for piety and devotion. Having! The subject of this memoir was a 
made a serious profession of religion, Peculiar instance of the sovereignty 
his attention was turned to the min-|)f divine grace; who after his pro- 
istry; and that he might be qual-/fession of religion became an exam- 
ified to perform the duties of this|?l¢ of uniform piety. As a minister 
important station to advantage, he of the New Testament, he was labo- 
availed himself of the opportunity )"10Us, faithful, affectionate, and great- 
afforded by the establishment of the|\Y beloved. His public discourses 
Baptist Education Fund, and engaged)and private exhortations were abun- 
in the course of classical and theo.|4antly owned by his Lord, for the 
logical studies, which he persued with|ge0d of immortal souls. In promot- 
close application about four years un-|\ng the Redeemer’s cause consisted 
der the Rev. Mr. Roberts, near State-)'s supreme delight. The death of 
burg. He had been for some imelatt highly esteemed and valuable son, 
pastor of a church in the upper part|})t. Vaughan of Wilmington in the 
of this state, and though living at /Year past, so sensibly affected him, 
distance, preached at stated times in|that he may be said to have been ev- 
Orangeburg where he was solicited|“" after the prey of disease himself; 
to settle ; but having about 2 months|for he had a heart formed for the 
before his death married into a re-:pleasures and charities of domestic 
spectable family living in the neigh-i2nd social life. . : 
bourhood of Pedee, he had just chang-, Resigned to the will of his heaven- 
ed his residence to that place, andy Father he saw the approach of the 
was entered on an apparently exten.(“‘last enemy,” and finished his course 
sive field of usefulness, when it pleas /¥!th joy. 
ed God, who is infinitely wise and sov-|, A widow and several children are 
ereign in his counsels and dispensa. |!eft to bemoan their loss, while he is 
tions, by a short but sharp illness, to|!4mbered among those ‘who sleep 
remove him to the world of spirits. j!9 Jesus.” 

His natural and acquired abilities were fe. “No fancied God, a God indeed descends 
spectable ; his character fair; his disposition * Ty solve all knots, to strike the moral home, 
amiable, and his usefulness conspicuous. asa * To throw full day on darkest scenes of time, 


reacher he was zealous and active, and mani- “To clear, commend, exalt and crown the whole.” 
ested an extensive acquaintance with the heart R. 














